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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it should be a single 
paragraph. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: In many 
places in the specification proper spaces are missing between words. See for example 
line 8 of page 1 1 . 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
The invention claimed relies on the calculation of an estimation coefficient. The 
specification makes reference to the calculation of the estimation coefficient in the last 
lines of page 1 1 . To calculate the estimation coefficient use is made of a "pseudo 
inverse matrix", this matrix is not described or defined by the specification. 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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6. Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

7. Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting essential structural cooperative relationships of elements, such 
omission amounting to a gap between the necessary structural connections. See 
MPEP § 2172.01 . The omitted structural cooperative relationships are those between 
the elements defined by the claim's fields and the steps performed by the control unit. 
For example the relationship between the sliding window and the rest of steps or 
elements is not defined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

9. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tasaka 
et al. P.N. 6,515,477. 

10. Tasaka et al. discloses a MRI method and apparatus in which radial scanning is 
performed. The acquisition is divided into groups according to a random ordering. Note 
that unmeasured echoes are obtained by a gridding process where interpolation is 
used. See lines 37-43 of col. 6. 
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1 1 . Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Meyer et 
al. P.N. 5,485,086. 

Meyer et al. discloses a Magnetic Resonance Imaging system. The system shown in 
Fig. 2 includes all the elements that are routine to the performance of MRI. In addition 
as described in connection with Fig. 6A and 6B, temporal filtering of the acquired data is 
performed using a moving or sliding window. See lines 36-45 of col. 4. 

12. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ness Aiver, Weiss and Yamazaki all disclose Magnetic 
Resonance scanning methods. Note the abstract of each disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Louis M. Arana whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2236. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Thurs. Fridays Off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diego Gutierrez can be reached on (571) 272-2245. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Louis M. Arana/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2831 

Ima 

1/16/09 



